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Designers
weave green
practices into
everything
they do
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GOING GREEN Dayan Maare, left: and Alison Grieveson make accessories from recycled billboards, an
have saved almost 6,500 signs from landfills in the process.

OF THEIR

By Beth Cooney

ayan Moore and Alison Grieveson hate
waste and love fashion.

So it’s no wonder the creative part-
ners found high style in the unlikeliest
of places: roadside billboards bound for
the landfill.

The remnants of that highway clutter
have become the seeds of green-spira-
tion for the ladies who pair earth-mind-
ed sensibilities with stylish concepts in
their GG2G line (it stands for Good
Goods to Give, Good Goods to Get;
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Living green

the partners alternate titles) of pocketbooks,
pillows and impossibly cute accessories. With
add-ons to their line such as diaper bags, gym

totes, belts, office folios, men’s Dopp kits and i TINY DIFFERENGE

The Minnie. The viny!

billboards are prepped
with a good scrubbing
using nontoxic cleaners.

'mans, the women have established them-
es as a cutting-edge resource for eco-chic
zoods. Locally, their hand-sewn wares, which
cost up to $90, are sold at Whole Foods markets
and The Green Living Center in Westport.

The friends, who started their Milford-based
business using recycled and vintage fabrics,
say they were “smacked in the face” with the
idea of turning billboards into fashion during
a business commute turned brainstorming ses-
sion on Interstate 95.

“We quite literally were passing a billboard
when we sort of had this revelation: ‘What
happens to those things when they get torn
down?’ ” says Moore. “1 remember looking at
this sign that said, ‘I Wage Peace.org’ and say-
ing, ‘That’s fabric.” ”

Green karma was on their side.

Moore, an artist and graphic designer who
says she was into recycling “before it was cool,”
had a neighbor who owned hundreds of high-
way billboards “and lust happened to be a really
green-minded guy.”

Soon she and her husband, James, were
qcrubbing the screens, which are made of vinyl,

BAGGED

The Joan Pleated Purse
is embellished with
wood bead handles.
“We completely
reconsidered what

we could use to make
pocketbooks,”

says Moore.

course). Then, she and Grieveson, who studied fashion design at New
York’s Fashion Institute of Technology, began shaping them into one-
of-a-kind accessories. “It takes some patience to work with these mate-
rials, but we love that they are not burlap bags,” says Grieveson. “Our
goal was to create accessories that were edgy, brlght and vibrant, stuff
we would actually want to wear.” To date, they have saved almost 6,500
billboards from landfills in the process.

When they are not busy sketching new designs or preparing for the
upcoming season of trade shows, the ladies live as green as possible.
Until recently, Moore and her husband drove a Mercedes converted to
run mostly on vegetable oil.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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Fabric of their lives

Continues from page 21

Grieveson’s baby daughter, Sophie, wears
organic cloth diapers.

We asked the partners to share how they
keep it green at home.

A little green goes a long way: “I get
made fun of for rinsing out Ziploc bags, but I
don’t see the point of tossing them after one
use,” says Moore. She has bamboo floors and
energy-efficient appliances in her Milford
beach house. “I compost like crazy, always
recycle cans and clean as green as possible,”
says Grieveson.

Eat your veggies: “I'm a vegetarian
who thinks a lot of energy and resources
are wasted to produce meat,” says Moorg,
Grieveson enjoys chicken and beef, but says,
“T only buy organic”

Zero-scape your lawn: Moore trims her
lawn with a push mower. “I plant native
plants and use rainwater to nourish them,”
she says. “And the push mower isn’t bad
exercise.”

Change your idea of traditional materi-
als: “We completely reconsidered what we
could use to make pocketbooks,” says Moore.
Sturdy remnants of bicycle tire tubes have
worked brilliantly as hardware and seam
reinforcements. Recycled seat belts make
great straps. You can do the same at home,

[ get made fun of for rinsing
out Ziploc bags, but I don't
see the point of tossing
them after one use.

they suggest. An old bedspread might make
a cool beach tote or laundry bag. Grieveson
uses old T-shirts and fabric remnants to fash-

"ion burp cloths and bibs for Sophie. “When

my shirts get stained with baby food, I just
dye them.”

Consign it: New baby clothes for Sophie
are a rarity, says her mom, who indulges her
fashion whimsy and buys “like new” at con-
signment shops. “Sure, she gets new things
from grandma, but the way babies fly through
sizes, it makes no sense to shop anywhere
else.” Grieveson also has used her talents as a
consignment shopper to turn her friends on to
new wardrobes. “She’s helped me track down
some great jeans,” says Moore.

Buy American fashion when you can:
Shopping locally involves less transportation
waste and usually means you are buying from

manufacturers who must follow stricter envi-
ronmental codes. “We really avoid buying
things made in China,” says Moore,

Power up with a conscience: They pur-
chase electricity responsibly by checking off
the “green” option supplied on their monthly
utility statements. “This means our electricity
comes from the best possible sources, such
as wind and methane gas,” says Moore. “It
costs a few more cents per megawatt, but it's
worth it.”

Always clean green: The designers are
fond of Trader Joe’s dishwasher detergent and
laundry soap, and rave about the Branford-
based Seaside Naturals line they use to clean
their billboard vinyls, office and homes.

— Beth Cooney, a staff writer at
The Advocate and Greenwich Time
is a regular contributor fo HOME.

Featuring: Basta-Sole, Brown Jordan, Cast Classics, Castelle,
Gloster Teak, Hanamint, Hatteras Hammocks, Landgrave, Lane
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New Exciting Community
Style, Character & Quality

Soothing Riverfront and Park Access on Stamford/Darien border:
SINGLE FAMILY 2400sq.ft. w/2BR, 2.2Bths, Bonus Room.
ATTACHED RIVERFRONT TOWNHOMES 2600+sq.{t w/ 3BR 3.2Bths
*Hardwd Flrs *Custom Trimwork *LL Fin. Fam. Rm. *Garage *Deck *Patio

Weathermaster, Lloyd Flanders, Meadowcraft, Rockwood Teak. Telescope,
Treasure Garden, Winston, Woodward.,
Large Selection of Cushions, Umbrellas & Beach Chairs
Wonderful gifi selection for all occasions.
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836 Post Road, Darien ® (203) 655-8444
1331 Bosten Post Rd,, Larchmont, MY (914) B34-0433 * 8] Fields Lane, Brewster, NY (B45) 278.0377
FREE PARKING » MAJOR CREDIT CARDS = OPEN 7 DAYS
WWW.SEASONSTOO.COM
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*Heated Mstr Bth Floors *Fireplace *All Bells And Whistles!!!!
Commuter's Delight-Walk To Train, Minutes To 195, Parkway And Beaches!
Rabita Development LLC » 88 Maple Tree Avenue. Stamford,CT

Starting at Mid $600,000’s - Financing Available
Call Listing Agent For Details And Open Houses Dates
Angel Dazzo, CRS, 203-321-2028 - angel.dazzo@cbmoves.com
Coldwell Banker 203-322-2300 x228
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